CONFESSIONAL

He was the first to link up the series of French
provincial universities with their center in Paris,
and on this model the Germans have since
builded. He constructed also a modern code of
laws, and in both these great reforms he picked
an almost unknown man to help him who is now
regarded as a genius of the first order; he chose
Joubert as adviser before anyone had heard of
him: brains selecting brains, almost involuntarily
as mediocrity selects mediocrity, as Wilson se-
lected Lansing and Burleson ct hoc genus omnc.

One instance of Napoleon's humanity may suf-
fice. The lawyers were discussing the bankruptcy
law and had copied a provision from the old
Roman law which is terribly harsh on the debtor,
for all his property can practically be taken by
the creditors. Napoleon said at once: "This bank-
ruptcy act must; not apply to officers in the army
and navy; men who have risked their lives for
their country should not be shamed because of
debt.11 At once officers of the army and navy
were withdrawn from the penalties of the bank-
ruptcy act. But Joubert quietly remarked: "Sir,
men of science also work for ideal ends and
should not be judged harshly as tradesmen who
work for nothing but their own advantage; artists,
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